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Now family 
spies recruit 
taxi drivers 
as snoopers
TAXI drivers have been ordered 
to spy on child passengers and 
report conversations to their 
‘state guardians’.

The chilling move, part of the SNP’s 
controversial ‘named person’ plan, 
was last night branded a ‘Stasi-like’ 
interference into family life.

The Scottish Daily Mail can reveal the 
instruction has gone out to more than 
600 cabbies in the Scottish Borders, who 
have a contract to drive youngsters to 
school. The local authority will introduce 
state guardians in 2016, with other coun-
cils set to follow suit.

Last night, a Scottish Government 
spokesman claimed that ‘proportionate, 

to explain to [taxi drivers] that if they’re 
covered by the GIRFEC [Getting It 
Right For Every Child] system…they as 
taxi drivers also have a duty to tell us 
what’s been happening and this idea 
“what happens in the taxi, stays in the 
taxi” doesn’t exist anymore.’

He warned of  the dangers of  
non-compliance with the state guardian 
legislation, explaining that people could 
be told: ‘You know you’ve got the duty to 
assist the named person and if you had a 
piece of information which you didn’t 
pass on, they’ll be asking why.’ 

Mr Terras added: ‘We’ve got taxi drivers 
I’ve spoken to, who are contracted to the 
Scottish Borders Council, they say “it’s 
not our job”. I’m saying, it is now.’

Simon Calvert of the campaign group 
No To Named Person hit out at ‘Big 
Brother bureaucrats recruiting a net-
work of spies to snoop on families.’

He added: ‘This is not about reporting 
abuse or neglect; it’s about passing on 
information to the state about the day-
to-day happiness of young people. 

‘And woe betide them if they fail in this 
Stasi-like duty.’ 

Tory MSP Liz Smith said: ‘Parents are 
worried enough about named persons 
accessing confidential information about 
their children without having to worry 
about what might be said in a taxi.’

But a Scottish Government spokesman 
said: ‘The legislation makes clear that 
before anything is shared, the views of 
the child or young person should be 
taken into account, where practicable, 
and sharing should only be done if it is 
likely to benefit the child or young 
person.’

By Alan Roden  
Scottish Political Editor 

Wall collapses at Burns’ pub
FIREFIGHTERS were last night working 
to stabilise the ‘partially collapsed’ wall of 
a pub once frequented by Robert Burns.

The Poosie Nansie Inn in Mauchline, 
Ayrshire, was cordoned off yesterday as 
emergency services put wooden splints 
in place to prevent further damage.

It is not yet clear what caused the wall 
to collapse, but last night police said 

they did not believe there had been any 
criminality or malicious intent.

According to the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service, 25 firefighters were 
attempting to stabilise the wall.

Burns was regular in the pub when he 
lived in the town’s Castle Street between 
1784 and 1788. It was while living there 
that he met his wife Jean Armour.
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‘Stasi-like intrusion 
into family life’

sensitive sharing of information’ is neces-
sary, but critics reacted with horror and 
said it will terrify parents.

Under the SNP’s plans, approved by 
MSPs last year, every child in the country 
will have a ‘named person’, who can  
theoretically be anyone but their mother 
or father. The measure is designed to 
ensure any potential cases of abuse or 
developmental difficulties are spotted 
and acted upon at an early stage.

In December, voluntary sector workers 
were addressed by retired police officer 
Jim Terras, a member of the council’s 
child protection committee, during a 
training session.

He told the audience: ‘If you’re con-
tracted out for services to the local 
authority, you will have a duty, a legal 
duty, to assist the named person. I have 

Suave: Aidan Turner in And Then There Were None, above 
and right. Inset, Sean Connery as James Bond in Dr No

DRESSED in a tuxedo and 
brooding for the camera, he 
gave a performance as suave 
as any 007. 

And yesterday Poldark star 
Aidan Turner, 32, was hailed as 
the top choice to play James 
Bond following his star turn in 
Agatha Christie’s And Then 
There Were None. 

The Irish actor helped the 

BBC1 adaptation become the 
most-watched drama of Box-
ing Day with 6million viewers.

One fan on social media 
said: ‘Convinced Aidan Turner 
(Poldark) to be next James 
Bond. Has acting skills and 
the look,’ while another said: 
‘Aidan Turner would be an 
interestingly left-field choice 
for the next James Bond.’ 

Turner’s role in the three-
part murder mystery comes 
after he attracted a large fol-
lowing as Ross Poldark, mem-
orably scything while topless 
in the BBC series.

Poldark, a smoking hot 
tip to be the next Bond


